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owner usually forgets the existence of the pail and the illness of one cow could easily turn into an unsolved mystery. When steel stanchions are being repainted, it is often customary to scrape off the old paint first. This dry paint is very poisonous to cattle. Any of the ordinary forms of lead will poison cattle. Red lead, sugar of lead, and white lead used in paint are the common forms encountered.
Lead has what is known as a cumulative action in the body. By this is meant that it is not rapidly eliminated from the affected animal, being more likely to be stored up in the tissues and passed out very slowly. The lead remains in the internal organs for a long time and passes out slowly through the bile, urine, saliva glands, and skin secretions. The poisonous dose for a cow is about 720 grains.
In the early stages the symptoms of lead poisoning are difficult to differentiate from some other diseases or poisons. Two kinds of lead poisoning are described, acute and chronic. The acute or quick-acting type would follow large doses of lead. The chronic type refers to animals that consume small quantities of lead through contaminated water over a long period. The onset of the chronic type is slow.
In the acute or quick-acting form, the affected animal may show signs of abdominal pains, acting as though it had a colic. There may be grinding of the teeth, a discharge from the nose, and slobbering from the mouth. Constipation is observed. The manure is likely to be hard and dry. The breath is foul. Blindness and muscular spasms follow this stage and still later the animal may appear to sleep. Before the sleeping stage is reached, there may be some signs of delirium. The cow may fall down in some unnatural and awkward position and make no attempt to become more comfortable. The urine is often ropy or stringy. The symptoms mentioned may take a day or two to develop. Much will depend on the amount of lead consumed, the degree of elimination, and the resistance of the animal.
In the chronic or slow-progressing form of lead poisoning,